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Twenty two year old Amir Pichhadze, a resident of

such agitted artist and generous student as part of the
fork

our community and highly
ited his work at York University to grearacdarm His
parents emigrated from Georgia (a republic of the So-
viet Union at that time) to Israel in 1972, and Amir was
born in Tel Aviv. At the age of twelve and a half, he
immigrated to Canada with his family, and he pres-
ently studies Fine Arts at York University. His father
is the world renowned artist, Yaakov Pichhadze, and
m)m me earliest age Amir was exposed to art, greatly

his own creative He would

1 applaud Amir for his artistry and
altruism.”
Pichhadze is not new o the art scene. His work has
been shown injury exhibitions in Toronto, the Artexpo
bitions in New York, and exhibitions in Israel.
Pichhadze's works are described as "bold and evoca-
tive.” The works are atracting significant collector and
mediainterest, both in North America and in his native
Israel.

like to study law at some point in His life, as it is ap-
plied to the field of Art. His parents have been very
supportive of the JACC, and it s a pleasure to have
such a talented family in our midst.

“My father’s gift of lessons in ethics
as well as painting... became
elements of my training.”

sive,” said Dr. Daria Darewych, an art historian and pro-
fessor.

Among the works displayed was a pastel painting
titied “Old City." This, according to Pichhadze, was ir
spired by his visits to the old city of Jerusalem. This
work, however, is different from other representations of
Jerusalem. Here the artist goes beyond reproducing
the details of a particular place. His aim is to capture
the mood experienced during his visits. He abstracts
the city scene to its essential geometric nature. Through
arhythm of line movement and a combination of sooth-
ing colours, he captures the spiritual essence of the

scene.
Pichhadze is determined to continue in his efforts to
help ralse funds for charllable causes. “My father has

rthe ben-

Young artist himself
through colour and charitable deeds

by Professor David Ben-Arieh

York Universily recently hosted a fund-raising art ex-
hibition named “Students Helping Students at York
University.” The exhibition showcased the artwork of
the university student Amir Pichhadze. Part of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the artwork was donated to-
wards an annual student scholarship fund at the uni-
versity.

‘e of inspiration and knowl-
edgeis his father Jacob chhnanze, awelknown painter
and master of pastels, whose exhibitions in Israel were
opened by such dignitaries as the former President of
Israel Efraim Katzir, and the former Prime Ministers of
Israel, Shimon Peresand Jacob, aformer

efit Bnai-Brith of lsvae Nitzan"
organization for sick children of Israel, Sick Children’s
Hospital of Toronto, to name a few,” says Amir, “This
virtuous way of life has influenced my views. I have ex-
perienced that my greatest reward is in sharing my tal-
ent by helping others, regardiess of differ-

professor in art, is helping Amir and many other inter-
ested students to expand their creative potential.

“It was my father's gift of lessons in ethics as well as
mytrain-
ing."says Amir. AS he absorbed every word and each

“The exhibiti

featur i and oil paint-
ings, limited edition vepmduclmns and posters. The
works ranged in price from $56, to $7,500. Twelve
works were sold at the opening reception on March 1,
1998.

The reception was an experience that will be cher-
ished by all its attendants. With more than 500 atten-
dants, the reception offered a welcoming and enter-

v , e he

student exhibitions | have attended, and | have been
Dean for six years now,” said Seth Felman, the Dean
of the Faculty of Fine Arts at York University.

Among the guests of honour who opened the recep-
tion was Toronto Deputy Mayor Case Ootes. "Your
donation of proceeds from the sale of your artworksto
an annual student scholarship fund at York University
is an admirable deed, and one that should be ap-
plauded by all those who benefit from your generos-
ity,” said Ootes to Pichhadze. York University Presi-
dent Dr. Loma Marsden added, “We are proud to have

his father, Amir

stood that painting is not merely a coloured drawing,
but a highly specific world expressing the artist's po-
etic strivings and joy. Its role is not merely to prolong
and further i i ith painti
with the help of various technical means, but to also
raise them 1o a new level defined by contemporary
thought, and create a specific collection of means for
expressing the spirit of our time. For Amir Pichhadze
artis not a vocation, itis a heartfelt experience and an
expression of his soul.

A highlight of the paintings by Jacob and Amir
Pichhadze is their use of the paster medium. Jacob
has mastered the use of the medium, and is passing
on the knowledge to Amir. The visual strength of the
medium is expressed through the colours of Amir's

binations have attracted the attention of numerous crit-
ics and art historians. “Your colours are wonderfull |
particularly found your abstract compositions impres-

encesin race, nationality, or religion.”

“Our Jewish culture has played an important influ-
ence on the virtuous interests of my family,” says Amir,
“Among many things, it teaches us to respect and care
for others as we would care for ourselves.” With this
view in mind, Amir Pichhadze is leading the youth of
today into a bright future.

From left to right:
Deputy Mayor of Toronto Case Ootes, artist Amir
Pichhadze, and York University President Dr. Loma
Marsden, beside the painting ‘A Commemoration of a
Jewish Tragedy.”
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